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order of the cases. Although low level of conflict is represented by the number 1, it is not mathematically two fewer 
units of conflict than the high level of conflict, which is represented by the number 3. These numbers really have no 
mathematical qualities; they are just used to represent relative rank in the measurement of conflict.

As with nominal variables, the different values of a variable measured at the ordinal level must be mutually exclu-
sive and exhaustive. They must cover the range of observed values and allow each case to be assigned no more than one 
value.

The Favorable Attitudes Toward Antisocial Behavior Scale measures attitudes toward antisocial behavior among 
high school students with a series of questions that each involves an ordinal distinction (see Exhibit 4.5). The response 
choices to each question range from “very wrong” to “not wrong at all”; there’s no particular quantity of “wrongness” 
that these distinctions reflect, but the idea is that a student who responds that it is “not wrong at all” to a question about 
taking a handgun to school has a more favorable attitude toward antisocial behavior than does a student who says it is 
“a little bit wrong,” which is in turn more favorable than those who respond “wrong” or “very wrong.”

As with nominal variables, the different values of a variable measured at the ordinal level must be mutually exclu-
sive and exhaustive. They must cover the range of observed values and allow each case to be assigned no more than 
one value. Often, questions that use an ordinal level of measurement simply ask respondents to rate their response to 
some question or statement along a continuum of, for example, strength of agreement, level of importance, or relative 
frequency. Like variables measured at the nominal level, variables measured at the ordinal level in this way classify 
cases in discrete categories and so are termed discrete measures.

A series of similar questions may be used instead of one question to meas-
ure the same concept. The set of questions in the Favorable Attitudes Toward 
Antisocial Behavior Scale in Exhibit 4.5 is a good example. In such a multi-item 

Discrete measure  A measure that classifies 
cases in distinct categories
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Exhibit 4.5
Example of Ordinal Measures: Favorable Attitudes Toward Antisocial 
Behavior Scale

1.	 How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to take a handgun to school?

Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all

2.	 How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to steal anything worth more than $5?

Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all

3.	 How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to pick a fight with someone?

Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all

4.	 How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to attack someone with the idea of seriously hurting them?

Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all

5.	 How wrong do you think it is for someone your age to stay away from school all day when their parents think 
they are at school?

Very wrong Wrong A little bit wrong Not wrong at all


